EVACUATION  AND  RECONSTRUCTION

immediately followed by the reading of a Khedival decree
commuting the death-sentence to one of perpetual exile.
Orabi and his friends were degraded and their property con-
fiscated. It was decided that the seven arch-rebels1 should be
banished to Ceylon, and a special ship was chartered to take
them from Suez on December 26 to their new abode. Orabi
was thankful for the commutation of the death-sentence, and
when told of Ceylon, he remarked that he was glad to go to the
place where Adam established himself after his expulsion
from heaven!

Riad Pasha as Minister of the Interior resigned his post as
soon as he heard of the commutation of the death-sentence.
He insisted on capital punishment being meted out to those
convicted of treason and rebellion. Had a death sentence been
pronounced against them by a court-martial after the defeat
at Tel El Kebir no great injustice would have been done.
Their crime would not only have been treason and rebellion
but also ignominious failure and incompetence in battle. This
alone would have been enough to convict them. " Failure,"
says the Arabic proverb, " would brand the mother of him who
fails with the stigma of folly!"

The Orabists had courted disaster and sealed their fate ever
since they dismissed Cherif from office, and began to preach a
civil war against a goodhearted Khedive who could have per-
formed the part of a constitutional monarch with credit. But
the Orabists were out to seize absolute power, not to curb it,
and so they trampled down the constitution and intrigued
against their sovereign. When the invaders came, they saw a
disunited nation governed by a handful of adventurers who
knew nothing about war, statesmanship or even deeen* govern-
ment. The nation never forgave the Orabists for their safer
guided militant nationalism, nor did she forget the evils that
attended their sinister_ efforts. No wonder the fellaheen have
since branded the Orabist regime as El Hoga (the mad storm)!

1Tl*ese were Orabi, Baioudi, Tolba, Abdul Ai, AE HN**ltfpfcnnl Faiam
and Yacoub Sami,